An outdated, claustrophobic bath is transformed
into a serene, modern, w(*.ll-I'mmLi{ming space.

828y Kathy Price-Robinson

During the months that it toek David Shall and Susan

Corzilius u} get o 365,000 remodel of their master bath-
room, one moment stands out as especially gra
It was an .«"u;gml evening in their Southerm Califoria

fring.

home. Aller five months of planming — and the diy
betore n;_'unfsmn;tilm began — Shall, a lawver, ancd
Corzilits, a physician, ok sledgehammers 1o their old
Lathroom tile, “It felt so good,” Shall savs, recalling the
destruction of the cream-colored tile with terra-cotta trim
that a designer would later decry as “so 197057 "We

hated the eld bathroom so much, we wanted o take the
[irst swings,” Corelius suws.

Thaat was the first and last time the busy couple would
take o ool or their hands o the bathroom remeodel,

With two demanding careers and three young children,
the couple never once imagined mking on the project
themselves. Rather, they knew that they would eventually
hire a fullservice construction company to bring aboot
the hathroom's desperately needed transfonnation.

The couple bought the traditional two-story home in
thie late 19805, Tt was spacious enough for their family
and two degs. Best ol all, is pool and wide decks over-
looked o verdant canyon thick with wildlife and, beyond
that, the Santa Monica Mountains.

The stuedy wood-and-brick home was custom-built in
19789 and sits along a winding road inoaquict neighbor
hood of other upseale costom homes. But although the
general quality and the lavout of the house were exem-
plary, the master bathroom missed the mark,

THREE MAJOR FLAWS

Mot egregions was the bathroom lavout, which had

thiree major MNaws, First, except for a small cormer
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window, the only view of the canyon cune o a wine
elonw wver a large bathtub, 5o unless one enjovs haths —
Corzilius and Shall do ool — the view is squandered.
Second, the shower, which the conple did wse, was of
miserly dimensions despite the generous 250 square
feet of bathroom space.

The third design mistake was the placement of the
toilet and the hidet, They were situated behind a door in
a small room that also functoned as the entryway o the
shower, to the right, and the sauna, to the lef

The couple might have
endured the bathroom even longer
bt the shower pan was leaking o
a patio below and they feared that
votted Moor joists might give way
Theugh the couple had never
done a remodel helore, Corzilios
says that they knew this one would
require some significant siroctural
changes. And so they wanted to
hire a wop-notch contractor, even it
that meant paying more [or guality
and peace of mind.

They found what they were
looking for in Matt Plaskoll, a
Tarzana contractor known in
Southern Calilormia for prodocing
2 large volume of huxury homes
anid remodels. Plaskodl Consoacnon
wats recommended by a colleage
ol Shall's whose hushbaned is a foe
mer contractor. When Shall was
tolid by his colleague thar Plaskoft's
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The homeawners wanted an

open, free-fowing space,

The dual vanity includes
vesselstyle sinks, dark granite
countertops, and plenty of
storage. It is adjacent to the
hathtub and tile-clad shower
area. Bahind the interior docr is
the toilet compartment, which
takas advantage of an existing
comer window (ee “before”
phato, next pagal.

Project: Gut and redo
master bathroom in
Westlake, Calif., homae,

Designer: Heidi Toll and
Velvet Hammerschrnidt,
Toll Hammerschmidt
Design, Santa Monica,
Calif., wwaw.t-heesign.com.

Contractor: hatt
Plaskoff, Plaskaff
Construction, Tarzana,
Calif., www.plaskoff.com.

Duration: One year,
including design: four
months of construction
and finishing details,

Cost: 565,000

company was nol inespensive, Shall was not dissuaded,
giving a higher pricrin o the contractor’s reputation
than o his price,

Shall and Corzilivs were most interested in how
Plaskoff Construction would pull off their remode!, and
they liked what they heard: that communication aned
relationships were the company's top pricovities; that the
project manager would be available by cell phone and
wonld retirn calls within five minutes; and that the
company’s goal was to cause as little disruption o the

family's life as possible.

UPSCALE CLIENT CARE
According o Plaskofl, upscale and luxury projects
require more client care than mid-range projects, and
that care costs money, specifically in the cost of a proj-
cot manager to manage the clients, the schedule, the
materials, and the budger Plaskefl Construction
emplovs four project managers, and ecach takes on ne
more thar twi jobs at a tme.

Omee Shall and Corzilius decided that Plaskof
Construction was the right contractor, the couple

interviewed several destgners that the company
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recommended, One of them, Toll Hammerschimidl

Design, Santa Monica, Califl, had done design work on a
mdern building constacted by Shall’s employer, Onee
the designers were chosen, Plaskoff Construction treated
them as subcontractors. “We come inas a eam,” Plaskoll
says, which culs out the Angerpeinting that builders and
designers can get inte, The company has also startecd
working with interior designers at the beginning of the
process so that iF 2 couch will end up placed in the mid-
dle of the living room, for instance, there will already be
an outlet for the side-table aimp. TTaving the contractor
andl the interior designer work wegether from the begin-
ning in a design/bnild manner prevents the conmactor
from being “change-ordered (o death,” Plaskolt says.

STt was practly driven by owr costomers,” he addds.
“They wanted a one-stop shop,”

Shall and Corzilivs gave Heidi Toll and Velvet
Hammerschanict equal measares of direction and
Frecdom 1o create. "We knew what we didn’t wane,”
Corzilins says. “It was clanstrophobic. We wanted it
opened up” They wanted the wilet in a separate room,
one nob used as a hallway to the shower, As for the

hidet, Shall says, “1t was histor.”







